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in North Africa, Algeria (which however counts as a depart-
ment of France and comes under the Ministry of the Interior),
Tunis and Morocco, the great divisions known as French
West Africa and French Equatorial Africa, and off the coast
of Africa Madagascar (the third largest island in the world),
and the small island qf Reunion. French West Africa com-
prises Senegal, Mauretania, French Sudan, French Guinea,
the Ivory Coast, Dahomey and Niger Colony, and French
Equatorial Africa consists of Gabun, the Middle Congo,
Ubangi-Shari and the Chad territory. On the east coast is
French Somaliland.
In the east, there is Indo-China, besides New Caledonia,
and the New Hebrides (a condominium with Britain) and
other scattered islands in the Pacific. Indo-China comprises
Cambodia, Cochin China and other provinces. In the western
hemisphere, France has St. Pierre and Miquelon, Martinique
and Guadeloupe, and in South America, French Guiana.
There remain also isolated stations in India, of which the
chief is Pondicherry. France exercised mandates for Syria
and the Lebanon (which are now, however, to receive their
independence) and most of the former German Togoland
and the Cameroons in Africa, strips of which come under
British mandate.
The broad difference between the French and the Britisli
Colonial systems may be said to be that while the British
have always encouraged local autonomy, France favours a
rigid centralisation, the keynote of which is the dominance
of the interests of the mother country. In his History of
French Colonial Policy* Mr. Stephen H. Roberts presents
the difference in the following terms:
"The British system assumes that the distance of the
Colonies necessitates a larger scope for the individual
official and consequent freedom from supervision; whereas
the French hold that distance, inasmuch as it permits